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RACISM,

AFTER living in Britain for
seven years, 22 year old re-
staurant worker Rupa Ali
was arrested when his
home was raided by police
early one Sunday morning
six weeks ago. He was
accused of being an illegal
immigrant and jailed at
Durham.

Six weeks later -he - is

_still there. On January 17

the High Court once again
adjourned a hearing at
which friends of Rupa Ali
tried to get him released.
Just as on the Friday be-
fore, the judge went along

with the Home Office’s re-

quest for yet more time to
prove that Mr Ali is here
illegally. Apparently 40
days is not enough!

The raid which led to
Rupa Ali’s arrest also hit
another 70 Bangladeshi
families  in  Newcastle.
Charging in through front
and back doors simultan-
eously, police seized 24
people and took them off
to local police stations.
Most were detained right
through the day and over
the night before being re-
leased.

Six were jailed at Dur-
ham, ail accused ui peing
illegal immigrants. Since
then one has been released.
The others are still there al-
though there seems to be
no proof relating to any of

Newmcaste Trades Council
wretary  Colin - Randle,
. been one of the

z f 2 campaign to
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Police
terrorise

Bangladeshi
families in

‘Newcastle

Mr Ali had arrived in Brit-

ain seven years ago as -a
dependent along with four
brothers and his mother.
They came to join his father
who had lived here for 15
years. After living in Lon-
don Rupa Ali moved to
Newcastle.

The Trades Council has
already organised a picket
outside Durham gaol, and
last Thursday its Exécutive
decided to circulate a pet-
ition demanding the re-
lease of Rupa Ali and an
inquiry. into the circum-
stances of the raid.

It is supposed to be a
basic civil right in Britain
that you can’t be imprison-
ed or punished without
a fair hearing. But unuer
the present law there is no
such right for many .im-
migrants. ‘lllegal immigr-
ants’ or even many ‘legal’
immigrants can be bundled
into jail and out of the
country without any rights
to a profer hearing.

Philip Agee, white, well-
off, and well-connected,
managed to get major pro-

LAW

tests against his deport- =

ation — but it still went

_ahead. Without actions like

the Trades Council’s, Rupa
Ali would be almost de-
fenceless.

For what crime do these
people forfeit basic civil
rights? Just having been
born in a different part of
the world and perhaps wi*h
a different coloured skin.

If legal rights are worth
having, they
rights for everyone. But
immigration controls deny
that principle. Immigration
controls inevitably and in-.
escapably mean discrimin-
ation, racism, and demo-
cratic rights cut to ribbons.
The Immigration Acts are a
legal cover for racists --
especially police racists —
to pursue their hate camp-
aigns against black people.

End all immigration con-
trols now!

should be -

Tory spokesman Keith Speed
was using the ‘blame the im-
migrants’ catch-cry last week.
See Editorial, page 3.
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BRITAN OUT OF IRELAND!
SELF DETERMINATION FOR IRELAND

As steel bosses

). demand 25,000 sackings

"OPEN
THE
BOOKS!

MPs are furious about be-
ing misled over the steel
crisis. 90 of them have

1 signed a Commons motion.

to force the Industry Min-
ister to hand over ‘secret’
correspondence to a back-
bench committee.

But the cover-ups and
deceptions about the Brit-
ish Steel Corporation’s
losses don’t threaten the
jobs of MPs. The real vict-
ims-of business secrecy are
the workers. In the steel
industry they have altern-
ately been fed with scare
stories to try to spur on
voluntary  redundancies,
and optimistic pie-in-the-
sky stories: whenever it
was thought that the ‘truth
might ‘produce ‘a militant
response.

For example, the ‘Sun-
day Times’ admits that the
figure of an £8.4 million
weekly loss two years ago
— even more than the pre-
sent figure! — ‘“may have
been desinged to persuade
unions to accept job cuts’’.
And BSC chief Sir Charles
Villiers, in reply to critic-
ism from the Select Comm-
ittee on Nationalised In-
dustries, has pointed out
that figures have been -con-
ceaied when it was thought
they might spark off a
strike.

PLANS

Yet the Steel Industry
is said to be ‘publicly
owned’. W.ith its select

committee and its system of
worker-directors, it is held
- up by some as a model of
‘industrial democracy

But neither pariiamentan

)

The workers need an end
to business secrecy. Of
course, from time to time,
workers are told how a
company. stands... if the
bess wants them to accept
redundancies, go easy on a
wage claim, or increase
productivity. But workers
need to find out how the in-
dustry works, what are the
connections between the
state and the industry,
now are the private sector
and former -shareholders
screwing nationalised in-
dustry, what are the
bosses’ plans...

ACTION

Knowing these things
puts the rank and file in a
better position to fight.
They need to get the facts
themselves, not relying on
MPs or even on union lead-
ers, because the people
who need the facts are the
peonle whose jobs are at
stake and on whom the
struggle depends.

Some ‘years ago, in re-
sponse to the threat to shut
down Shelton Bar, Shotton,
East Moors, and other steel
works, the Nationai Action
Committee talked of the
possibility of resisting shut-
downs through work-ins.
All this was idle talk when
focused on letters and petit-
ions to MPs.

But it could have been
the beginning of ‘a power-
ful fight-back against clos-
ure if it had been accom-
panied by the struggle to

open the books, if each
works had set up committ-
ees of inspection to gather
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ACCORDING to the govei'n-

{1 ment’s annual  expenditure
" White Paper, published on
. Jumanry 12th; public expend- -
‘iture should start expanding'
‘again in the financial year

beginning this April. 4
Sir Geoffrey Howe and the

. CBI immediately complained

that the projected 2.2% in-
crease was ‘overspending’:
but what the White Paper
really says Is that the exist-
ing level of cuts in social
services will be frozem —
at best. :

- The 2.2% increase plann-
ed for 1978-79 is to be follow-
ed by even smaller increases
in 1979-80- (2%) and 1981-
82 (less than 1%). The White

Paper expects a 3% % in-

crease in Gross Domestic
Product in 1978-79, so the
public expenditure share of
the GDP will fall still further.
_ And what happens in the
far from unlikely event that

- GDP doesn’t rise 3V2%?
“Then there’ll probably be

néw cuts! So all the White
Paper - says is - that social

services won’t get much

worse — as long as the eco-
nomy gets much better.
_Not enough increase is

" planned in health expendit-

ure to:end NHS queues and

rebuild decaying Victorian -

hospitals; in fact the project-

racist
“Judge McKinnon isn’t a

racist... he’s been misinter-
preted”’... a comment not from

“the Daily Telegraph but from

Alex Lyon MP chairman of the

" ‘Labour ‘Party Race Relations

Action Group’.

- -Lyon’s comments caused an

uproar at the end of the group’s
AGM on Jan 14th, ending

_an otherwise low key meeting

of only 40 Labour Party mem-
bers discussing how to camp-
aign on racism in the Labour
Party. Given the big impact
of ‘the recent Labour broadcast
on the NF and the fact that the
Labour Party is launching a new
anti-racist campaign the meet-

. ing wes extremely small.

“The reason for LPRRAG’s
small size was obvious' from
the approach that Lyon , who
has dominated the group,

put forward. He wanted a quiet,
respectable, pressure group

Il Colquhoun:
set for
Ba re-run

ed capital expenditure on

hospitals for 1981-82 is even
less in real terms than in

1976-77. Evendf there is.ecor:;
nomic.growth, the cuts in:the :

NHS over the last two years
will not be restored.

According to the ‘Times’,
‘*Public spending on educat-
ion over the next five years
is expected to be sufficient to
maintain existing standards
but provide little room for
improvement’’. In  fact
spending on schools will fall
in real terms, ‘due to de-
creasing numbecrs’, though
there may be some increase
in the number of teachers
employed.

Spending on Social Secur-
ity is expected to increase by
'6.3% in the next year. How-

" ever, there will be no real in-

crease in benefits. The in-
crease in spending- will be
swallowed  up by ‘demo-
graphic factors”. ’

NATO

Tue Labour .Government

has surréndered to the press-

,ures of the military com-

manders and NATO by in- -
creasing deferice - expendit-.

ure by 3%. ‘‘The increase

has been greeted with quiet

satisfaction at the Ministry of
Defence and among the arm-

Labour MP |
whitewashes

that would advise the Labour
government on race and race

relations laws instead of -cam-
paigning. ‘

‘This sort of ‘Race Relations

Indiistry’ approach was chall-

enged at the AGM by Carlton-
LPYS who proposed a resolution-
calling - for -the LPRRAG to -
campaign ‘actively in the LP

and -with~ other campaigns.
“The YS pushed for a clear
campaign policy: no platform
for fascists, no to all immigrat-
jon laws, support black self

defence groupe and kick open’

racists out of Labour Party

posts.. :
. Eventually the ‘Race Relat-
jons ', merchants’ responded

with an ambiguous half-way
house resolation . between
Lyon’s . reactionary views
that ‘‘you can’t call' for no
immigration laws at a time when
there are 12 million unemploy-

" The cuts go

ed forces”, according to the -

- “Times'; and Dr Luns, Secr-

etary General of NATO, has

alsp. welcomed. the, increase. .
The White Paper .also-pro--
poses a further 3% increase

in defence spending for

1980-81, which could mean

that expenditure on defence

will be greater than either

education or housing by

1981.

The White Paper shows
that public expenditure for
the financial year 1977-78
was £2.4 billion (4.2%) be-
low planned levels. Thus in
real = terms government
spending has  dropped . by
4.75% in 1976-77- and by
about 72 % since the peak
year of 1975-76. - '

Even with all the planned

" increases in'this White Paper

public spending in real terms
will still be below 1975-76
levels 'in. 1980 and ‘‘only
modest - growth. is planned
for 1980 onwards’’, as the
‘Financial - Times’ put it.
Even if there is 3Y2% growth

- in GDP and 2.2% increase in

‘public spending, it will have
little effect on unemploy- -
‘ment. .

* The White Paper contin-

ues the policy of long-term
paring-down - of  social

services. - 1oHN COSBY

. McKianon
ed-and falling living standari]s’’
and the YS’s call for real “anti-
racist activity.

This resolution calling for an
active but un:spelt out anti-

" racist campaign was carried

against the YS resolution by
2-1. All the arguments at the
LPRRAG AGM against ‘div-
iding’ by being ‘too hard on pol-
icies’ were completely shown
up by the way Lyon was elected

"as chairman and could then

stand up and argue against the
AGM’s unanimous call for
throwing out McKinnon and
outline his plans for a public
whitewash job.

oy AR
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] SAW a man and his son
crossing the street, trying to
get to- safety, with their
hands on their heads. They
were shot dead. The son I

think was dying.

] saw a young fellow who
had been wounded, crouch-
ing against the wall. He was
’ ‘Don’t
don’t shoot’. a paratrooper
approached and shot him
from about one yard. I saw

a young boy of 15 protecting.

his girl friend against the

wall and then proceeding to
try and rescue her by going

‘out with a handkerchief
and with the other hand en

his - hat. A pars r
,’Ihﬂtllim

_ appr
- ‘about.-ene yard into  the

stomach, and then shot the
girl in the arm”.

- That is a description by ’ an

. Ttalian journalist of the ev-

ents of January 30th, 1972,
in Derry, when 13 people
were shot down in cold blood
by the British Army. They
were taking part in a protest
organised by the Civil Rights

Association -against intern- -

ment, which had been intro-

-"duced by the Unionist re-
gime at Stormont the pre-

vious August.
Right at the end of the de-
monstration in the Bogside,

soldiers. -of “the ‘Parachute
Regiment opened fire on the
‘crowd. It was later claimed
"that they had been fired on

first, but even the white-
wash Widgery tribunal, set
up by the British govern-

ment, could find no direct
~evidence of this.

On the contrary, there is

. ‘evidence that the massacre

had been planned some time

in advance, in the hope that -
.such direct repression would
drive the Nationalist popul-

ation of the North off the
streets.

There they made a com-
plete miscalculation. The

reaction to the murders -

was so intense that within a
couple of months the sect-
arian Stormont regime fell
and was replaced by Direct
Rule from London. The Brit-
ish Embassy in Dublin was
burnt down during a protest
demonstration.

Direct Rule did not mean

Shaot,' .

" publicans
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an end to, tepressm-the
British. Army: ‘and -the - RUC-
continue their efforts . to

cow the minority in the Six
Counties. Here are some

_examples:

- M Tortare. The British
Army was found guilty by
the European Court of
Human Rights of using tort-
ure during the initial phases
of internment. There is in-
creasing evidence that sim-
ilar techniques arestill being

‘used in RUC' interrogation
. of suspects at Holyrood Barz-

acks in Belfast. -+ - .
M Murder. Leo Norney
was shot dead on 13th Sep-

tember 1975 swhile . visiting

his girlfriend. Although. the
Ministry of Defence admitt-
ed that he was ‘‘a totally
innocent party’’, no action

" was taken against the sold-

iers responsible. o
13-year old Brian Stewart

was standing on a- street
corner in Belfast when sold- .
- jers fired on hint with rubber
" bullets, one of which smash-

ed his skull. He died a week
later. The Army claimed he
had been involved in a riot,
but TV crews investigating
could find no evidence of a
riot. . .
. Undercover ‘work.. The
Special Air Services, intro-

" duced officially into the Six

Counties in January 1976,
are believed to “have . been
responsible for a number of

_assassinations. For example,

in April 1976 the SAS took
IRA officer Peter Cleary from

a house in South Armagh -

and shot him in cold blood.

Bloody .. Sunday was not
an isolated incident, but one
which followed. - logically
from the British presence in
Ireland. The artificial North-
ern Ireland state can only be
maintained - by  constant
overt use of force against the
Catholic nationalist minority.

We shall be commemor-
ating Bloody Sunday by
marching on 29th January.

[0 Self-determination for
Ireland as a whole.

O Solidarity with the Re-
s and Socialists
fighting to drive .the British
Army out and end partition.

[l British troops out of
Ireland now!

M

Maureen Colquhoun has been
reprieved. Northampton North
Labour Party’s decision to
-replace her with a new Labour
candidate at the next election
has been found invalid by the
Organisation Committee of the
Labour Party NEC. The full
NEC, on 25th January, is al-
most Coramn W v g
ruling. }

- Despite the fact that the
whole six-month battle -in
Northampton about sacking
Colquhoun was closely super-
vised by Labour regional org-

aniser Les Bridges, the Org-.
anisation Committee said that .

“there had been wrong proced-

- -ainst

ure right at the beginning. The
original resolution to replace
Colquhoun, from Park Ward,
had been taken at a ward
meeting (on 7th March 1977)
without prior notice being
given.

Coiquhoun as yet has made

e mcamemand DA Mool \Alaed
G0 e HEN

meeting on 9th January, voted
26-0 to restart the procedure
with a new motion at the next
ward  meeting on ..6th Feb-
ruary. e
~Some  ‘sections . of the
women's and gay rights-move-
ments. have -campaigned ag-
Colquhoun’s  sacking,

saying that it was discrimin-
ation against her because she
is a lesbian. The Organisation
Committee, however, made no
comment on this campaign,
and many Labour activists in
Northampton think the reason
for the . Committee picking up
the technicality about the Park
WAined tins  muet e

elsewhere.

mAanbine

- =t

. "The original move to-.sack.

Colquhoun — ~_before Park
Ward’s motion — came from
Northampton :North . LPYS.
The YS based their case on

" several statements by Colqu-
- houn, in January, last. year,
- which gave open ‘support to

Enoch Powell’s racism; and
the YS had, and has, always
defended Colquhoun against
prejudiced attacks on her les-
bianisra and her stand for wo-
men’s rights. The YS’s orig-
inal .motion was ruled out of
order by Bridges.

Last week YS members
---------- ina that when the

‘issue is re-raised . they. will
vote for resolutions to sack

Colguhoun only if her support
for Powell is explicitly stated
as the motive and victimisat-
ion of her for her ltesbianism'is
explicitly ruled out.

ROSS CATLIN
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Keith Speed

-airs, who had been- comm-

issioned by William White- -

“law to dig around in- the

- gutters for anti- black amm- -

unition, was due to present
“his report to the Shadow
Cabinet just before Easter.
But he has. jumped the gun
~and is already warmng that
there. must be ‘an immed-
~iate and: sugmfrcant cut in
the rate of immigrant.entry’

to be followed by the end-

THE YEAR began with a
flurry of steel protectionism
- and price nses In the -USA

" a ‘trigger price’ mechanism
" was ' introduced.” The EEC

geared up for the 1ntro-
duction of a ‘base price’
‘mechanism and cutting steel
trade with the Soviet Union.
.-~ All these measures were
deisgned to give preference
. to domestic steel production

a8 and cut imports.

“From™ January 1st, Brit-

- ish steel prices went up, and
-4t was-reported that by the

‘end of 'the month bilateral
" agreements would be com-.

pleted - with Japan and the
EFTA countries which would
- sevetely reduce steel im-
ports from -those countries.

o The US; in its :turn,~raised

... of recovery of world trade.

-

_the price of domestic steel

while at the same time in-
troducing . a system to

stop steel imports being sold " -
- below the cost of Japanese -

steel, reckoned to ‘be the
most efficiently produced
steel of -the major produc-
ing nations.

Basic

These moves are only the
latest in the attempts by the
major capitalist countries to
deal with the international
crisis in the steel industry.

- The basic problem in the in:

dustry has been that the rate

from the 1975 recession has
been very slow, and this has
only increased the consider-
able spare capacity existing
in the major countries’ steel
industries.

Six months ago the New
York Times was lamenting,

.~ -*‘From- Lancashire in Brit-

‘ain through Belgium and the
French Lorraine to the Ger-
man industrial heartland of
the  Ruhr, Europe’s
‘makers are now experienc-
v mg their worst crisis in liv-
ing memory”’ (In fact, by

‘the " time. that article was .
- written, steel making in Lan-
:" cashite was only a'meinory).
it- pre-

Looking-. ahead,
dicted, ‘‘Even if the world
economy revives, prospects
for the European steel in-
dustry may not improve
much. There ‘are signs that
world demand for steel is
no longer growing as fast as
it used to. By 1970, per cap-
“ita steel consumption in the

junior -

spokesman on Home Aff-"“ igrants”.

ing of any automatlc right
f entry for ‘any category
8 *%g«

: ~‘an‘y category of black imm-

He said on TV
that white immigrants are

‘a very 'small proportion —

though the facts are the .

:contrary, and Speed must

know it.
The Tories’ attack is
entirely demagogic = —

but still dangerous. Based

* on nothing further than a
- soundmg of - public  op-
inion’

it is-an attempt to
win for the Tories some of

. the 'votes that will. other-

Behmd the
risiS

stee

" PAUL ADAMS analyses the

- crisis -behind the Brltish
Steelfnmre PRI

steel -

‘Top: BSC chief Charles Villiers;
Above: Industry Minister Varley.

industrial countries had
climbed to 1,400 pounds a

. year from on]y 200 pounds in
1910. But since then it has:
- levelled off,
. economic times were good...

even when

Japan

‘““Japan’’, the article  con-
tinued, ‘‘now has idle
plants capable of turning out
30 million tons of steel' a
year, or neatly a quarter of
annual Common Market pro-
duction. In Europe, the
OECD calcu!:tes, steel de-
mdnd would need to grow
by 10% for five years to

- Bangladeshi-
" children to join their relat-

wise go to the National
Front in the May council el-

ectidiis and: the next gener-

al eléctioms i

In fact, if Speed’s pro-
posals were acted on, they
could hardly make matters
worse for black-immigrants

- thanthey already are.

Last week the = Joint
Council for the Welfare of
Immigrants revealed that
since the:leaking by Enoch
Powell of the ‘Hawley Re-
port’ in May 1976, the rate
at which applications from
wives and

ives in Britain have been

MAKE A NEW

BID Fon RACIST VOTES

IN PREPARATION for el-
.this -year the Tom

refused has risen drama-
tically — from 10% in
the-second quarter ‘of 1976
to 399 in the' same period:
of 1977. And the waiting
period for first interviews
at British . consulates has
also been rising-rapidly.

An all-party. - Select
Committee on Immigration
is due to report soon, and
they too are going to say
that immigration controls
should be tightened up.

When Tories, Labour and
Liberals all have a go at
the blacks, this is called
‘taking race out of the pol-
itical arena’ (they play the

- \

get the steel industry work-
ing at 80% capacity’’. -

In his reply to the accus-
ations being made against

him now, the head of the -

British Steel Corporation,
Sir Charles Villiers; gives a

good example of how this has -

worked out in Britain. Re-
pudiating the suggestion
that the Corporation had
merely followed ' Treasury
figures for industrial growth,
he points out that while the
Government was predicting
an economic growth of 3%
the BSC took 2% as a more
reasonable figure, but un-
fortunately  actual growth

was less than 1%.
The predicted rise in de-

mand — which, according °

to previous BSC chief Monty
Finniston, ‘would take BSC
right back into the black by
1978 — barely took place.

Trend

On top of the problems.
arising from the unusually
sluggish rate of recovery are
other factors. Many third
world countries are now
producing their own steel

and even exporting some. -

India, South Africa, Brazil,
South Korea, and Mexico are

Editorial

same game over lreland).
But this particular game
d@esn{l@ skt some vdiory
‘thiftkers?; ‘who -want >to
take the plckmgs of racist

‘votes all to themselves.

Labour MP Arthur Lath-
am has denounced the Tor- .
ies” shoddy piece of elect-
ioneering. But the denunc-
iation 'is worth" nothmg as

“long as Labour also carries

out a racist policy, different
only in.minor detalls

Only the scrapping of ‘all
immigration controls, ‘and
all the discrimination assoc- -
iated with - them, would -
provide a real answer to the
Tories’ racism.

e

the most notable examples of
a growing trend.

And technological changes -
have forced some countries,
including Britain, into build-
ing new plant often on so-
called ‘greenfield’  sites
where previously there was
no steel plant, without being
able to run-down ot ratxon—
alise the older plants..

Thirdly,. xmprovements in

- aluminium and plastics pro-
- duction "have meant that
these have displaced steel
“in some areas. ’
cIn addmon, the steel in-
“dustry in Britain is constant-
ly forced to-keep .operating
so as to be able to meet the
potential - needs of private
industry. In part the miscal- -
cula,tlons in steel resujt from
= el . ptediéheﬁs else-.
"~ where, But this is a less im-
- portant -problem than the
overall world situation.

" Drive

So the problems afflict-
ing the British Steel Corpor-
ation are not peculiarly ‘Brit- -
ish’. Those who claim that
efficiency needs to be
brounght into line with that of
Japan silently pass over
Japan's present record.
Most importantly, those who -
advocate . proiection .as. a
solution forget that the US,
. for example, accuses Bntam
of ‘dumping’. :

The problem the British
and the international steel
industry face is of a charact-
eristically capitalist kind. It

" arises out of the contradict-
ion between the drive to
develop production further
and further in an unplanned
way, and the limitations of

N

the market.
Clearly the current fin-
ancial -~ position- .of - BSC

will mean that the axe will ~~ -
be resharpened-and-jobs, in- .
- deed whole plants, will-be -~ - -
hacked away,’In: addition to .
" the pressute. for - this from. - - .
- within the Steel Corporation
and the Go ernment; thereis .~ '
the pressure from the EEC.- -
Its Industry Commissioner,
Vicomte -Davignon, and -its
- Commissioner: for Competit-
_ion, M.Vouél, have devised
a plan whlch will ‘probably
be finalised soon, to prevent
- governments paying subsid
“ies unless large-scale rat
ionalisations are agreed to.
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LERFT
[AICKS

IN THE municipal elections in
France last March, revolution-
ary candidates gained 5.5% of
the votes in 30 cities, and up to
8% or 12% In some of them.
The revolutionary left is hop-
ing to make & major impact
again in the legisiative elect-
lons in March this year.

A Joint slate — “‘For Soclal-
ism, For Workers’ Power’’ —
organised hy the LCR, the
OCT, and the CCA, will be
standing 250 candidates. Lutte
Ouvr'dre will also be standing
a large number of candidates.

. In the municipal elections
LO Joined with the LCR and
OCT In 2 joint slate; and its

- aeclsior to ‘go it alc.ae’ this

time has led to a vigorous de-
bate between LO and the LCR.
The debate — In healthy con-
trat to debates on the revciut-
ionary left in Britain — hag
been carried out with each
group opening the columns of
its press and the platforms of
its meetings to the other. This
wesk we print extracts from
LO’s most recent contribution:

IN CONTRAST to the municip-
al elections of 1977, when LO,
LCR and the OCT had a
common slate, the “‘possible
coming to power of the Left
has become the main thing at
stake in the legisiative eiect-
ione of March 1978. Congequ-
ently the attitude which we
each take on this question has
become an essential‘and decis-
ive political problem. :

And on. this problem -our
organisation have a complete-
ly different policy... ,

To~ dissect this  or that
pamphlet to prove the oppos-
ite is ridiculous. The sentence
which you quote is ambiguous,
since it seems to say the same
thing as ycu. [The LCR had
quoted the following passages
from a recently-published LO
pamphiet: ““We fight for the
electoral victory ot the Left to
take place without illusions...
We fight for the working class
to send its representatives to
government without . giving
them a blank chegque and for

‘the class to mobilise itself to
exercise a necessary control.

and supaervision’’]. We freely
acknowiedge that. Our think-
ing would be better expressed
in the fcllowing way: ‘‘We
fight so that, if the working
class sends iis representat-
ives tc government, this
should be without giving them
a blank cheque...”” )

True, in the political plat-
form whicn you have signed
with the OCT and the CCA,
the Union of the Left govern-
ment is described as a bourg-
eois government. But let us
see what the OCT says about
it: “We can be pleased’’,
writes L'Etincelle [the OCT’s
paper] ‘‘that the LCR uses the
term, bourgecis government
of class coliaboration, which
; -eviously it reserved for pub-
.cations of limited circulat-
jon’'. But this agreement is
itself also foi limited circul-
ation, and we shall see what
you make of its content in
the electoral campaign.

Let us not play with words:
you say to the workers today,
in substance: certainly their
programme is bad and we do
.not trust these Left politicians
«f the SP and the CP — but
‘their coming to power will
n¢ artheless be a good thing

ar:d an impoertant step forward -
for the workars. 'n your comm-

on platform you write, for
example, ‘‘But for all that this
will not be a bourgeois gov-
ernment like any other, for
the CP and the SP in power
will be obliged, both of them
(though in different ways) to
take account of the demands
of their ‘proletarian mand-
ators’’’.

For our part, we repeat: the
Left government will be a
government like any other; as
with the Righi, the workers
will have to fight to-gain satis-
faction; let us not have any
iltlusion on the Left in power,
which will only defend the in-
terests of the bourgeoisie. It
is a government which not
only will not take account of
the demands  of the workers,
but which will be able to carry

out policies which the Right -

does not even dare, or is not

_able to, carry out.

In these conditions, ~in
March 1978, voting for your
candidates will have a very
different meaning from voting

for ours... the logicdl develop- ~

ment of.these two -different
policies, under a Left govern-
ment, could lead to widening:
the gulf between our two org-
anisations: critical support in
your case, resolute oppaosition
inours...”"

"

.ections, the Left got 52%. .

THE LEFT has tot won a generalel-_ |

ection in France for 20 years. But
current opinion polls show that the -
combined vote of the Communist
Party and the Socialist Party is a
fittle over 50%, while -the ruling
right-wing coalition collects about
45%. - :
Last March, in the municipal el-

Since then, however, the Union of ’
the Left — an alliance of the CP,

the SP, and the small Left Radical |

Movement — has split apart after
arguments about updating their
‘Common  Programme. It is still
not certain whether they will patch
together some unity again for the
elections this March..And the Right,
teo, is in disarray, split between
the Gaullists and non-Gaullists.

It is the French electoral system
that makes aMiances essential: there
is a second round uniess one candid-
ate gets more than 50% of the votes
in the constituency, and parties have
to rely on having allies whe will
transfer votes in their favour on the
second round.

The LCR, which claims 7,000
members and organised. sympath-
isers, is the French sister group of
the IMG in Britain. The OCT claims
about 2,000 members; it is an ‘un-
orthodox’ Maoist group, whose clos-
est British equivalent is Big Flame.
The CCA is a smaller group, whose
ideas are those associated with
Michel Pablo: close to Trotskyism on
some questions, it puts -its central
emphasis on ‘‘workers’ self-man-
agement” and rejects Bolshevik
concepts of organisation.

Lutte Ouvriére is a Trotskyist org-
anisation which sees its major differ-
ence with other Trotskyist currents
as lying in its tenacious and discipl-
ined concentration on industrial
work. It produces over 250 regular
fortnightly or weekly factory bull-
etins.

The other major group on the
French revolutionary left, the OCI,
alse considers itself Trotskyist. Be-
fore 1972 it had links with the Soc-
ialist Labour League-Workers' Re-
«volutionary Party in Britain. It
has announced no plans to stand
canglidates in the elections, and is
campaigning for a CP-SP gov-
ernment.

NEXT.WEEK: the LCR’s pos-
ition, and our comments.

THIS LETTER from ‘a
group of workers of a large
industrial city in Poland” is
translated from the French
revolutionary daily ‘Rouge’,
where it appeared on 11th
January. The note accomp-
anying the letter in ‘Rouge’

. tells us that it was. inspired

by reading a letter addressed
to the Western revolutionary
left by Petr Uhl, an opposit-

ionist in Czechoslovakia who

b
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Czech: i
forming ‘a Trotskyist group’
and for supporting Charter
77.

MANY militants ¢..d sympath-
isers of the [Pclish] Workers’
Defence Committee have ex-
plained their position on the
question of the social relations
and the living conditions of the

~ working class in the countries

of the socialist bloc, exposing
the contradiction ‘which exists
between the socialist ideals
and the dismal reality.

Without going into the prob-
lems of the history of the work-
ers’ movement, without
getting involved 'in high pol-
itics, we would like to base our
remarks on ‘examples taken
from life, examples showing
that social justice is a theoret-
ical notion not borne out in
the facts.

The high- functionaries of
the party, the pseudo trade
union activists, the function-
aries of the militia and of the
army, the scientists and art-
ists, who benefit to an unlimit-

" ed extent from material, cult-
“ural and social" wealth, can

speak from .experience about

social justice, about equal

sharing of the national in-
come, and about equal rights.
in fact this small minority of

- society-has no idea of the real-
- ity of a worker’s life, and they

just -base - themselves on
supporting the policy of the
party:and of the State; for they

_have access to everything. -

They have luxury villas,

" fine cars, holiday houses and -

comfortable, weli-furnished

- accommodgtion. . They - can
‘afford expensive trips abroad,

they. can afford to buy jeweli-
ery and have all the technical
aids. For one part of society —
only a very small part. — price
rises and other market regul-
ations' have no - impertance,
since their -income exceeds

their real needs.

We have no daily -contact
with the members of the State
bureaucracy, .and so our re-

The Nazis raised to the
highest pitch the logical
trend of every capitalist

society - which imprisons
every man, woman and child
within the family. Because of
lack of economic independ-
ence, every woman and
child is enslaved to the man
in the family. Until commun-
ism creates the conditions

for the economic and pers-’
-onal independence of women

and children, the family

and marriage will continue
" to inhibit and pervert the

natural - capacities of
humanity. ‘
The Nazi Women’s I cague

leader, Scholtz - Klink, ex-
plained to a Party rally that
the woman’s role was a
supportive one. ‘“Even
though our weapon is only
the soup ladle, its impact
should be as great as that of
other weapons’’. And Hitler
explained:

WOR

marks on their way of life are
limited to some general ob-
servations which-are shared by
the great majority cf workers.
We would like, on the other
hand, to dweli further on the
description of the dismal daily
reality for an average citizen
(a worker), for we are part of
this group.

Imagine the existence of a
working-class family of- five,
in which the father earns 3,000
zlotys-a month in a factory and
the mother, aiso a worker,
gets 1,600 ziotys.

What can you buy for 4,600
zlotys, when a suit (coat and
trousers) for a man costs 2,000
on average, shoes 800, and a

shirt 300 zlotys. How can you

clothe and feed three children
when you know that a kilo of
meat costs 70 zlotys?

A lot of workers who keep
strict accounts of their spend-
ing come to the conclusion that
to feed a family of five as-econ-
omically as is possible costs
100.zlotys a day minimum.
you then deduct rent, gas and
electricity bills, hire charges

- fof radig or-TV, and fares to

work; you have -at best 500

zlotys a month {eft, which is

not even enough to buy a pair

‘of shoes. ‘How can you talk

about a worker’s well-being in
these conditions, where 75%
of family income, in_ most
cases, is used to.buy. food,
and when industrial- goods,;
99% of them produced by
State enterprises, are incred-
ibly expensive? .

For example, you can say
that the price of the cheapest
television set is equail to two
months’ income -of a working-

“If we say the world of

ME

e

the man is the state, the -

world of man is his commit-
ment, his struggle on be-
half of the community,
we could then perhaps say
that the world of the woman
is a smaller world. For her
world is her husband, her
family, her children, and her
home.

“But where would the
big world be if no-one want-
ed to look after the smaller
world? How could the big
world continue to exist if
there was no-one to make the
task of looking - after -the
small world the centre of
their lives?

“No, the big world rests
upon this small world! The
big world cannot survive if
this small world is not

secure’’.

The usual bourgeois
double standard morality
applied. German women

/

ciass famiiy, and that the
smallest car costs 80,000
zlotys, which is equivalent to
one and a half years’ income of
such a family. Is there any
sense in any discussion on
this subject, if you have to wait
eight. years to buy .a. car,
putting aside a quarter of your.
income?

it is often said that food'in
Poland is very cheap in com-
parison with prices in Western:
Europe. That. is certainly true,s
but it seems to us that yousi
cannot measure the standard’
of living of a working clagsi
family by the quantity® )
that it buys, given . the
Polish worker spends 75% of!
his income on food, and that:
he has scarcely enough left toi
buy a pair-of shoes. In general, |
you can say that the Polish:
worker works mainly to feedi
his family. That is the truth for:
at least 70% of the families ing
Potand. The situation is better
if everyone  — children an-di
parents — -are working, in!i
that case their monthly income{

-can_be more than- 10,000 ort

12,000 zlotys.

ape. s i

. -
The most difficuit situationt
is the pensioners’, who aftar:
'years and years of labour get:
1,800 to 2,000 zlotys a month.:
Existenice on such an income is:
difficult to -imagine, = andy
shocking when they are takingf
a well-deserved Tretk’
We personally know* ati
retired people “who végetate
on 1,800 zlotys a month. The
is no other word for the life of}

i

should have ‘‘athletic grace i
and cultured intelligence,{
delicacy of feeling and}
subtlety of expression”.}
And the women with suppos-i
edly delicate feeling alsof
had to be beasts of burdeni
for the war machine, in the*
home... and in the factory.
Female labour was essent-i
ial to the fascist economy. Inj
1933 one third of the work-{
ing population were women.i
Women were allowed to
work in ‘‘feminine”’. occup-y
ations: domestic - service,!
the. retail trade, - farming,}
nursing, . social welfare .anj

the education of the young.
But the fact that the Nazisi

claimed a woman’s placei

was in the home made iti

~easier to exploit them af

work. Women became moret
and more vital to the German:
economy as cheap labour.-
Although women’s wages:
rose, they earned only two




~ .a pensioner whose total in-
-gome is 1800 zlotys a month
and who spends 40 ziotys a
_day to feed himself and 500 a
- month for rent and services.
There is a lot of talk about
help for pensioners, backed up
by - extraordinary .examples.

“That certainly does net affect .

the great-majority of pension-
ers. It is true that old function-
aries of the party or the militia
-zgenerally get a medal which is
worth a”20% supplement to
“their pension [besides, their
.-pension. is equivalent to 100%

of their fina! salary — note by

-Rouge}, so that they get their
full salary plus 20%. So the
-*‘people’ power’’ [that is what
- .the bureaucracy calls itself —
.note by Rouge] can say that it

rantees a tranquil retire-
ﬁym,for all the workers, but
. - . the reality is quite different.

. -~ Coming across proofs of
terrible social injustice every

,CONCLUDING her
two-part article, Linda
Collins shows how the

Nazis combined
brutal exploitation of

~ women with glori-

fying the role of
~women in the family
and in the home.

thirds of men’s wages.

the. . n of female
labour rose from 35% to
more than 37%.
- Women were supposed to
- be forbidden to work in
.-’ certain trades, but the rules
© were bent. more and more
‘as'men went off to the war.
By 1940 women were ‘‘allow-
- .ed’’ to drive trams and omni-
buses in an emergency. The
propaganda of the Nazi
machine began to talk of the
" ‘“‘beauty of labour’’, tram-

-Between 1933 and 1938

day, we ask ourseives, what is
the cause? Do the tep leaders
of the party and the State
know the truth, do they have
access to. accurate inform-
ation? :

1t seems to us that‘ the inter-
mediate authorities hide the

reality, and only show the _

positive  achievements which
tend to show the loyalty of the
workers and  their conscious-
ness of really being the re-
presentatives of the ruling-
class. We base this remark on
the case of commercial, con-
struction, and industrial enter-
prises, where there is-a mon-

. strous organisational confys-

ion and everything is done for
show. The representatives of
authority - are only shown
things which tend to show that

er the .

cleaners were glorified as
performing ‘‘a physically de-
manding job’’. Gilrs of 18
had to work 12 months as
domestic servants for farm-
ers or large families, without

pay.

The shortage of labour
compelled the -Nazis to
appeal to women not to take
the six weeks off work allow-
ed for new mothers, or the
half-hour nursing breaks
allowed every day for six
months after giving birth. If
women would stay in work
for the last six weeks of
their pregnancy they would
be given i00% pay plus 50%
50% sickness benefit, as
opposed . to. 75%  pay they
would receive if they took
the six weeks off.

By Januaby 1939 all wo-
men under 25 had to work
12 months’ national labour
service. Those thought fit
only for the chutch, kitchen

the work is well done, and they

.only get to talk to members of

the party who are lined up for

~ it and -whose speeches are -
-orchestrated in the smallest

details. On the other hand,
everything that could testify
to the discontent of the work-

_ - ers, their' passive and often
= gppositional ' .. attitude;: i8

hidden. - - -

Unfortunately, the truth

cannot be told, for those who,
in_June 1976 at Radom and

Ursus, dared say what they -

thought about the. rise in
prices, met a speedy and re-

- gsolute response, as we have

learnt from the activity of the
Workers’ Defence Committee.
People are afraid to tell

the truth, they fear for their .

existence and for those close
to them, they prefer-to be
‘living cowards rather than
dead heroes’. In the present
atmosphere in the workplaces,

and- nursery (‘“‘Kinder,
Kiiche, Kirche’’), eventually
became three-fifths of Ger-
many’s - war-time labour
force. The claim that wo-
man’s  place was in .the
home, and at the same time

her extreme exploitation,

was very similar to the glori-
fication of women and simul-
taneously their brutal ex-
ploitation in Victorian Britain

Today the National Front
preach the same policies as

the fascists did in the ’30s

and ’40s. John Tyndall,
one of the N™ leaders, has
said that his doctrine fis
“Mein Kampf’, Hitler’s

autobiography and political

testament.

Tyndall told a Daily Tele-
graph reporter that women
were valuable to the NF
because of their *‘intuitive
abilities’’, but they were not,

as a sex, really equipped to

lead in politics..

you say what you think only
to friends you can count on,
officially you say things which
you do not believe at all,
things which have nothing to
do with the truth.

We do not wish to speak of
the trade wunions in our
country, whose main duty is
the defence of the interests of

{hé working class. What can

the trade unions do, if their
full-time officials are party
members -and represent in
reality the interests of the
State apparatus and not those
of the workers. The trade

union activists have made
themselves cosy nests and
they are getting on fine. They
live well off the members’

- dues, not giving anything in

return to the workers. Eesides
what can they do, if any activ-
ity is on orders from the party
apparatus, and the party full-
time officials also have fam-
ilies-and use their position for
their own interests.

Thinking about the present
social situation; and ‘discuss-
ing this question with friends
that we can trust, we have.

come to the conglusion.that the.-.
present’sy enﬁgraa?gdt’:%ﬁq-ﬁ%
ed at all. Only the privifeged "
people have changed. The
place of the old capitalists and
big landed proprietors has
been waken by -high-ranking
party members, and on the
other hand the worker has
remained what he was, with
the consciousness that be-
fore, he was exploited by cap-
italists, and now, he is exploit-
ed by former comrades who
by various paths have risen to
occupy high-ranking posts in
the leadership of the party and
the State.

The examples which we
have presented illustrate: the
reality described in broad
terms in Petr Uhl's letter,
which bases itself on the social
problematic to analyse the sit-
uation which exists in Czecho-
slovakia. In the light of the
social conditions which exist in
all - the Eastern European
countries, we compistely
share Petr Uhi's position.

Workers’ Action does not
share the view implied in the
letter, that the present syst-
em in Poland is simply a new
version of capitalism. The
economic system. of the
USSR and the East European
states is not based on the
private ownership of the
means of production, and
profit as the driving force of
production.  Nevertheless,
the personal privileges
assumed by the bureaucrats
in those states are pretty

-~ much comparable to those of

the capitalist class in the
West; and it is those privi-
leges which the Polish work-
ers’ letter denounces with
justified anger, .

IN 1§77 a workers’ opposition paper,-ROBOTNIK [‘The Worker’]
began to appear in Poland. |t-was associated with the Workers’
Defence Committee, now calied Committee for Social Self-

Befence.

The first issue reported strikes_and struggles to reinstate
victimised workers, and attacked government antl-strike iaws.
The editors say they want it to be a journal in which workers can
publish their own independent opinions, exchange experiences,
and establish contact with workers from other workplaces.

-

““You might say that it is
a reflection upon the abilities
of the men in the Conservat-
ive Party that their present

leader is a women. I don’t"

see that happening in the
National Front for a consid-
erable period of time. My
private view, and I would
hasten to add that this is net
the party line, is that women
are of supreme value in the

“ hCme. As a supportive

factor’’:

Martin Webster, the NF’s
national activities organis-
er, has said, ‘“We will put
an end to attempts to

undermine the family -and

morality’. The National
Front, too, would. reduce

- wamen to breeding machines

and rob them of the small
gains they have made in
the battle for equality.

In Germany, when the
workers’ movement. went

down under fascism, the

BOO

women’s movement went
down with it. We should not -
make the same mistakes as
the German Communist
Party and Secial Democracy
did then. .

The German CP accused
the Social Democrats of
being “‘social fascists’’,
instead of uniting with them
to beat the fascists to a pulp.
The Social Democrats — in
Germany as in other count-
ries — relied on the bourg-
eois state to deal with the
fascists. :

The NF are on the -offens-
ive, marching through the
streets to intimidate black
‘communities, =petrol bomb
black shops and houses, and
insult women. They can be
stopped, not by relying on
the State, but by mobilising
the working class. It is in
the interest of all women,
and of the working class, to
crush the National Front.
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RAS is the Amharic word for
head, both in the literal
sense and in the sense of
leader. :

Tafari is the family name
of Haile Selassie.

In the late 1920s the Jam-
aican-born  black leader
Marcus Garvey is said to
have told his followers to
look to Africa, where a black
king would shortly be crown-
ed. Within ‘three years of
Selassie’s ascent to the Eth-
jopian throne in 1930, a
movement named after him
was making ‘headlines in
Jamaica: ~ ]
 Most of its members lived

in great poverty in shanty

towns around Kingston. The

- central beliefs were that Sel-
-assie was god and that blacks

must go back to Africa.

Until 1960 Rastas were
persecuted. In
that year, however, the gov-
ernment commissioned a re-
port which commented fav-
ourably on their way of life.
When Selassie visited Jam-
aica in 1966 thousands of
Rastas came to the airport
and the official ceremonies
had to be abandoned.

In the last two general
elections, Michael Manley’s
success has been partly due
to his use of Rasta images
and slogans. '

_ ] !
The Jamaican bourgeoisie,
which used to regard Rastas

. as sub-human, semi-criminal
fanati'cs, is now anxious to.
~exploit them as a cultural

asset. As Bunny Wailer

sings,” ‘‘Now it’s the Black-

heart Man children/ Who’ve
become the wonder of the
city””. ' '
Barrett is a Jamaican lect-
urer at an American college.
The first half of his book is
basically a survey of those
things in the Jamaican past
which he thinks might acc-
ount for the growth of Rasta-
fari. This is probably the best
thing about the. book, since

it brings together in- one
place a lot of material about..

-the maroons (runaway slaves
who set up an independent

state in the hills), about Sam’
Sharpe’s rebellion of 1831, a- -

bout the Stony.Gut rebellion
of 186S, about Garvey and
about the Pukumina " Afro-
Christian revival cult.

The rest of the book con-
sists of a factually adequate
account of how Rastas live,
what they believe and how
they . relate to - Jamaican
society.

REVIEW BY COLIN WAUGH

Y

Nis is done in a very
loose and repetitive way, and

is padded out with"a lot of

sociological
chapter is called *‘An Ambi-

valent Routinisation’’) which’

is only there to impress the
reader.

What has gone wrong?

On page 65, Barrett says:
... the mantle of Jamaican
leadership ' is today worn
... Michael Manley, whose
dedication to the dispossess-
ed and whose dislike of those
who -sit in the citadels of

) privilege is well known’’ —
- going on to compare Manley
“to Garvey.

From this point it gets

.. more and more clear that his

aim is to describe the Rastas
and the earlier opposition
movement in such a way as
to make it seem that they all
lead up to the ‘democratic
socialism’ of the present
government. -

He therefore says things
about Rastafari that are very

" misleading. For example, on
* page 226 he says: :

“If there is one thing that
the Rastafarians have taught
Jamaica, it is that one must

- accept .what.-one has and

seek to'make the best of it”’.

. In reality; Rastas look: on -
Jamaica as..a concentration’

camp, a place of enforced
exile, which is why they use
the word Babylon (the place
of exile for the Jews in the
Old Testament) to refer to
the whole structure of West-

_ern oppression from the pol-

ice up. And they have al-
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-ways demanded that the gov-
. -ernment_repatriate them to
T Africa(*Zion’y. v
‘The ‘basic problem is, I

. think, -that the Rastas have

jargon  {one

it

worked out a very complex
and uncompromising philo-
sophy, which they are able to

.express vety articulately for

themselves, in speech, paint-

ing and music. The only way

an outsider can say some-
thing worthwhile about them
is if he or she has been mov-

ed by their ideas.and also has

some. equally well-organised

philosophy that he or she can-

fit themin to. .

Barrett virtually admits
that he can’t do this, saying,
for example (page 197):

“The music of Rastafar-
ians... should soon be the
subject of those capable of
writing about it;. this author
is not so-.endowed’’.

i)
L]
) Owens is a white Amer-
ican Jesuit. He has written
the first full-length book in

which Rasta ideas are taken

seriously in their own terms,
as a system of ‘reasoning’. .

They use this word to re- - -
- fer to long, sessions of argu-

ment and analysis where ev-
ents in the news are system-
atically related to events de-
scribed in the bible (which
they believe is really about
blacks), ganja being smoked

_ both as a sacrament and as

an aid to concentration.
Although Owens’ book
does contain some histor-

| Rustaman Bob Maricy
. jcal material, it is ba;s’icallyv"'a’
- = recreation” of “his" own "ex-

- posure -and -partial convers-

. ion to Rastafari while he was
-.a social worker in West -

Kingston from 1970 to 1972.

Every -point he makes is
backed up by transcriptions
of recorded conversations
with named Rastas. This
method makes it possible for
readers to judge for them-
selves what Rasta thought is
all about. In particular, it
gives you the chance to de-
cide how far Rastafari is
progressive ‘and how far it
is reactionary.

For example, most com: .
- mentators © have . assumed-

thai the Rastas are straight-
forward pacifists. Yet Owens
quotes one as saying:

‘‘I begs a peace, yet there
shall be no peace till Israel
(i.e. the blacks) has freedom
... there shall be no peace till
the shores of Africa clear of

black and white oppressors’’ -

(pp. 209-210).
And another: -
‘‘Rasta don’t fight war.
Yet if it come to a wag to go
home, I-n-1 have to war to go
home! If it come to-a literal
fight, 1-n-1 have to put I-n-I

shoulder to the wheel; ‘and

fight our way- out of Jam:
aica!’’ (p.210).

He tells us how:

... recently I was called
to a Catholic primary school
where the teachers were dis-
turbed by the refusal of the
Rastafarian children to pray
in class. But what was of
more concern to the teach-

~ also use the word ‘Jeesus’ to

- sounds the same as the Jam-

“meet in a transplanted and:

“ondly, it"doesn’t try to hide

£ Eauat™

Leonard E. Barrett, ""The - |
Rastafarians: The Dread- = ¥
. - locks of Jamaica", Sang- -~
- ster’s Book Stores Ltdin. = f
. association with Heinemann,
1977.£2.90. . . .
Joseph Owens, "Dread; The: .} -
Rastafarians of Jamaica'. ' . }°
Sangster; 1976. £4:00.

ers... was - their  prodding .
interrogation... *Who ‘is the
God that you are praying
to?"”’ (p.110).. . 5

To Rastas, a god in»th‘é""’sky ':

who you only meet when |

you’re dead is an imperialist.
con. Owens points out that.in
Jamaica, ‘‘Marriage is . rel--
atively infrequent amongst-
the poor [and] a  funeral
provides the only real. oppor-
tunity for: ‘communal . cel-
ebration”’. T :
The fact that Rastas ‘‘take
no part in- funeral serviges
and refuse even.to s{ 3
about’ death” ~ (p.:

must be seen .as-a rebellion 4
_against this,- part of :their §
" idea that, “"Justice must be §-
"done here on this earth and §

within this age, not in some
vague and misty other

world”’ (p. 141). -

Does their worship of Sel-
assie conflict with  such
seemingly ~ rational - attit-
udes? ‘Perhaps not so much
as people have thought. For
example, Owens quotes a

-Rasta. who says ‘‘anything

my Father' [i.e. Selassie}

" said, 1 ‘am ‘qualified to say

just as much”’ (p. 43).
This is mainly a way of

" saying that. anyone who

claims special access to .god
(for example, a priest) }s\a
liar, but it’s also tied up

their idea that there can pe
no god outside human

beings.

=

.. In a very good-section on
their special way of talking,
Owens teHs us how they-dis-

(thoug_ht to be a previous in-
carnation of Selassie). They

mean the same as ‘Babylon’
(in particular, the power of
money), whereas they often
point out that = ‘Jessus’

aican pronunciation. of the

words ‘Just us’ (p. 107). .
Owens’ book, then, 'is

valuable for two main reas-

v
S

tinguish- between ‘Jeesus’ §
{(the dead white 'god "of 'the -
missionaries) and ‘Jessus’ §

ons. First, it gives us access §

to the original context. of
ideas which we neormally-

rather fragmentary form'(for |

example on records). Sec-

how contradictory many of
these ideas are. ‘

Everyone whe is inter-
ested in the relations be-
tween religion and politics,
in the Third World or any-

where else, should read it.

Page 6




| * Committee to call for further. ‘
action; but; If. they do so, then

Dear Brothers & Sisters, ...
" The: GruhWick,; i;nhe L
we. are ali~Well ‘aware, “is™in
grave danger. of being lost,
thanks mainly to the refusai of

APEX and the TUC to mobilise

the whole tabour movement {0

'win the dispute. We have  all
peen relying on the Strike

" APEX have. said they will

-7 guspend all the strikers with-

7. cil suggesting that they are the
* bodv'that goes ahead and calls

out strike pay. The" Strike:
Committee.is therefore ‘under-

. standably digheartened.

It is clear a further intiat-
ive must be taken for the disp-
ute'to be won. We are confid-
ent a mass tabby of the TUC
will 'be supported by many

" thousands: of ‘trade unionists

who -are -disgusted by the

" TUC's attitude to the strike.

Our Support Group (with de-’
legates from. the local Trades
.Council, ‘Labour Party wards
and -union branches)  have’
written to Brent Trades Coun-

for. the lobby.
~them '

. non-unionised

" "1f Brent Trades Council are
unable to initiate. ‘this call,
there is an alternative — the
Strike. Committee have indic-

- ated that, If alternative funds

are available, then they them-
selves will call the mass lobby.
A joint appeal from the left
press for substantial funds

" {approx. £10,000) is therefore

essential. We- urge you to in-
vestigate such an appeal as
soon as possible to take the
pressure off the Strike Comm-

© ittee.

- We cannot allow the Grun-
wick dispute to be lost —
thousands of non-organised,
1 workers
throughout the country will
suffer if it is. The Strike
Committee have enormous
faith in the labour movement’
— we must show them that

this faith is justified. )
' KEITH MORGAN
Secretary, Cardift Grunwick
Support Group.

only way to

SCAN WE hold & mass picket of
i ~avery-day of the week?’’,
et comrades Hadley and Baker.
But we do mot bave the 20,000
‘people prepared to take action now!
~ To occupy Grunwicks would prob-
ably not be very difficuit; even with
~small forces. But the next day the
police, on Ward’s request, would
‘arrive_ to’ clear the factory. What
then? . S .
The eoccupiers would. leave -the
factory — having gained nothing —
or they would resist by force.
Machine-gun nests:-in - the packing
department... ? “*“When we hdve to
cross swords with the capitalist state

'

we have to make sure of decisive
victory...*’ - -

Do comrades Hadley and Baker
think that ‘putting forward the idea’
of occupation would rally major
forces (to do what?), thus making

the-occupation feasible? I so, then .

why? Unfortunately, there -are no
grounds for suchoptimism.

The slogan of occupation. is an

attempt to jump over the political )
problem of the isolation of the Grun-.

wick dispute by the trade unien
bureaucracy. It does not solve that
problem. Nothing shows it more
clearly than the fact that comrades

Hadley and Baker propose it now —

effectively, as a, cry of desperation
~— rather than last June or July,
when there were 20,000 on the mass
picket.

As for a lobby of the TUC: Work-

" ers’ Action would support it, wheth-

er organised by Brent Trades Coun-

- cilor the Strike Committee. We do
.nbt, however,.feel able to make. the

appeal for £10,000 which comrade
Morgan proposes. :£10,000 is: not

" easily come by in the rank and file -
of the labour movement — and ‘it -

should be raised for a cause more

i3

. substgptial than just'a single-protest _ §. .
dogby T e TR

g <g‘lr,comrades,

- <{Velcome as . the unattributed
article in WA 85, ‘‘After the Big
Stick, the Very Smalt Carrot’, is,
in attempting to refute the on-
slaught of propaganda-that work-

" ers are about to - reap the rewards

. of the sacrifices of the past few
years, it nevertheless is inadequ-
ate and contains serious theor-
etical errors.

“.Every capitalist- would not
doubt agree with the description

_-of the decline,-and current rise,
of profitability in the-international
economy.
would agree that profits are being
.raised at the expense of attacks
-on working class living standards.
The point is, surely, comrades, to

- understand the process.

And the article, indeed ‘Work-
ers Action’ generally (excellent as
its politics might be) goes no way

* towards breaking with bourgeois

eexplanations of the crisis — the

sort- of explanations reproduced
for instance under the guise of

‘Marxism" in the article by Bob

McKee in the ‘Militant’ of Sth

December where the political con-

clusion (that the problem - with

. capitalism-is the management and

not:tne contraqictions nnerent Iin

- -the :mede - of - preduction -itself).

flows quite clearly from the pauc-
ity of his-theoretical ‘analysis’,

.o simitarly the.explanation for the

~erisis implicit.in: the *“WA' article
~.—that'the key.to the problem:is
Jack - of--demand - ‘(the. -quote . of

. B-S-Kellett reproduced . uncritic-

— Reply

And ‘every socialist -

ally from the ‘Financial Times’,
and the whole of the second-last
paragraph).— can only lead us to
comment an the obvious stupidity
of the capitalists in opposing high-
er.wages and increases in public
expenditure when such measures
would increase demand and pul!
us all out of the recession more
rapidly. ‘Tribune’, where are you?

It we are serious, comrades,
about building a revolutionary

- Yes, it’s a crisis

tradition within the labour move-
ment, then we must ourselves
start to take Marx, and particul-
arly ‘Capital’, seriously — only
by doing this can we make a com-
plete rupture from the hopeless
morass of bourgeois theory and at
the same time give validity (not
just -morality!} to our political

conclusions. .
_RICHARD PAINE
Edjnburgh_ Central LPYS.

THE general feature of capitalist
crises is am excess of production
over demand, so that goods cannot
be sold, or can be sold only at re-
duced prices and after long delays.
In this capitalism comtrasts with
previous modes of production,
where economic crises were due to
such causes as crop failures.
Comzrade Paine is right, bowever,
to insist that [relative] lack of de-
mand is not “‘the key to the prob-
lem’’, In the first place, demand is
not an independent variable. The
capitalists are bound to force down
. workers’ wages, and bence consum-
er demand, because only that way
can they gain the profits which are
essential for the dysamic of the syst-
em and its recovery from crisis. in
the second place, even if the.general
level of wages should rise relatively
high, the inmer compulsion of the
capitalist. .mode of . production is
still 2o increase production beyond
the limits of the market.. The root

- of capitalist crises lies in the mode
1. vof - production:and. mot just in the

The WA 85 article did not _ or
did not intend to __ imply anything
different. .

We agree entirely with comrade
Paine on the need to study Marx.
We bope, b r, that comrade
Paine will agree that the immediate
factors governing the short-term
development of capitalist crises can
not be read off directly from .the
basic concepts developed in ‘Cap-
ital’. ’

In ‘Capital’, Marx analyses the
inner nature of the capitalist mode
of production, as a bhistorically-
limited system, torm by inherent
contradictions. He shows the
extreme complexity of the capitalist
economy, within which a break-
down into crisis cam origimaie in
many and various ways.

The details fall outside his anal-
ysis, and when ‘Capital’ touches.on
particular crises [for example,

Engels’ notes on the crisis of 1847-
48: vol.ll, p.406-8] quite ‘secomd-

ary’ factors are given prominence.
Thus: ‘empirical’ articles like the
one in WA 85 bave a role. -

Dear Comrades,

Being a little bewildered by
your reply to our letter in WA
84 (‘Unrealistic demagogy is
not what's needed’), we would
like to clarify our position and
reply to some of the assertions
made against our position that

the occupation of Grunwick

was the next, in fact only, log-
ical step in the fight against
George Ward and his mates in
the House of Lords. )
Your reply that ‘‘it is not
within the power of the revo-
lutionary left to change that
{the setback in the Grunwick
dispute] through our own forc-
es’’ is fair enough, in ab-
stract (although in reality a
dangerous - centrist formuiat-
ion). There “is obviously no
point in a couple of thousand
revolutionaries occupying
Grunwicks. But this is not
what we said. We say that re-
volutionaries are posed with
the problem of attempting to
give political leadership, i.e.
putting forward ideas, or of
liquidating ourselves into a
centrist tailing of the working
_class, like the SWP and IMG
whose ~main preoccupation
is’ cheering on - workers in
struggle from the sidelines.
‘We posed the question,
““how. can we win at Grun-
wicks?’’ We have received no
answer beyond the endorse-
ment of the strike committee’s

. tactics of seeking mass pickets

and blacking, It is now in-
conceivable that Ward can be
beaten by such tactics. The
plant is now virtually self-
sufficient for electricity and
water, and besides he will be
financed by NAFF (who in
turn will be financed by... ?)
Simple practicalities are
posed. Can we hold a mass
picket of 20,000 every day of
the week? Being hammered by
well-equipped SPG . thugs
seven days a week is no joke,
especially given the number of
arrests. and injuries incurred

&

at ‘rd

on November 7th. Obviously
better attended pickets and
better stewarding can only
improve the situation, but the
fact remains Ward will remain
inside, warm and cosy, and we
will remain outside in the coid.

Ward will continue to con-
trol Grunwicks and be able to
sell up in the event of a succ-
essful blockade, uniess we
hold the factory. We can do
nothing to stop him.

Of course, we do. not
counterpose occupation - to
other action, much of which
may be necessary to build
the solidarity = movement,
but we must have a strategic
aim of the expropriation of
Ward. We have _attempted to
show a way forward out of the
present impasse. We have not
sald ‘occupy Grunwicks now’
(as you assert). We have said
that serious propaganda needs
to be made to prepare for
occupation. We reject the baid
assertion that occupation of
Grunwick would be ‘insurrect-
ionary action’ In abstract,
but if it were we should have'
to accept the logical consequ-
ences. When we have to cross
swords with the capitalist state
we -have to make sure of
decisive victory.

Accepting your point that
the whole capitalist class does

- not agree with Ward (althrough

they are all ‘critically support-

ing’ him). We can find little

in your reply.to answer ourf.

points or to put forward any -
alternative strategy.

When WA 84 prints a centre
page spread on Grunwicks-
without - putting, forward any
ideas to get outof the morass.
we need a. serious discussion,
which your reply scarcely en-
courages. Unfortunately, com-
rades, yours is the unrealistic
demagogy, not ours. Let us
reiterate: Occupy, Nationalise,
Defend the Right to Unionise! °

Peter Hadley, Jack Baker
Manchester.
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Leyland SPEKE — on strike for
nine weeks. The previous 5
weeks laid off because of the
Lucas strike. Most workers have
not been pald since August.

The strike Is over manage-
ment’s efforts to reduce mann-
ing levels whilst at the same

time increasing speed of the

line.

Management want to scrap
Speke’s  local = agreement
to bring the plant in line with
the rest of the combine. The
clauses in the document relating
to manning  levels state that
they are decided first of “all
between foreman and operator,
then steward ‘and .foreman.
In case of fallure-to agree it goes
to higher levels. Now manage-
ment want foremen alone to
decide. -

- This. ‘means that in one

Teachers unions met on.Jan-
uary 10th to thrash out details
of this year’s ~ pay . claim.
* A demand for 12% % pay rises
came out'of this ‘‘constructive
and amicable’’ ;meeting.. In-
asmuchi-as this claim breaches

] gavernment’s . 10%
pay limit, and In ‘the wake -of
NUT.. general . secretary’s
‘vote on_the TUC to back the
firemen_this looks as if the
teachers are prepared for a
fight. Or does it? o

As teachers we ‘are often
told that, in periods of wage

restraint, strong unions break--

ing thirough will mean smaller
slices of the cake for weaker
unions, like ours. The fact that
this is merely a device by the
union bureaucrats to hold their

members in check is shown -

by the clause in this years
ciaim which calls for compen-
sation if other workers get
better deals than we do. In
this way the bureaucrats hope

to gain from strong union .

action elsewhere without hav-
ing to'show any active solidar-

Small ads are free for labour move-
_ment events. Paid. ads (including
ads for publications) 8p per word,
£5 per column inch — payment in

Carnac. St, London SE27, to arrive

ing week’s paper.

FRIDAY 20 JANUARY.- Revolut-
jonary Communist Tendency meet-
ing: Fascism, Racism, and the
Labour Movement. Speaker: Frank
Richards. 7.30pm, Conway Hall,
Red Lion Square. Holborn tube.
Admission 20p. )

SUNDAY 22 JANUARY. Mersey-
side Workers Action meeting on
“The Labour Government’. Speaker:
Dave Spencer ‘Caventry Trades
Council, in personal capacity). 8pm,
County Hotel, Islington, Liverpool.
[Correction: Due to an error in trans-
mission of this adyertisement, . it
was stated last week in ‘Events’ that
Dave Spencer was secretary of Cov-
entry Trades Council. We apologise
for this mistake].

WEDNESDAY 25 JANUARY. ‘A
_Woman’s Right to Choose’: picket of

Hackney council in protest against
their support for the ‘Let Live’ anti
abortion organisation. 6.30pm,
Town Hall, Mare Street. Called by

I

advance. Send copy -to Events, 49 .

by Friday for inclusion in the follow- .

paint shop section alone 70
men would be taken off the
line. These and other ‘re-
deployed’ workers would be
used to cover for Speke’s
high absentee rate or else
be put on production of the

Lynx model when it is reintrod-

uced. However, Speke workers
have strong suspicions that

‘redundancies are also on the

cards.

The speed up means in the

Trim shop for example an

increase from 14Y2 to 18" .cars
per hour. Trim shop workers

say 182 per hour can’t be done'

and say that is why manage-
ment refuses. to call in ACAS.

The present 142 cars per

hour rate is difficult enough. In

practice the ‘speed - is .usually -
12 per hour and even that

is one of the main causes

t

ity. ' .
The lack of solidarity in the

NUT __.-general secretary’s

“gupport’’. for_the. tfiremen

_is evident~in hig report back
to- his - union: Executive. His.’

vote was. motivated ‘not by

faith . in ~the -~firemen’s . \ , S
.guards- or. . redployment’’ .. -~
would ‘be sought.-This. is a =

campaign or support for their.

30%-clalvy’, but bacause he -

'did ~ not ~@gree. -with' the:
TUC’s statement:that the ‘gov-
ernment was entitled. to the
same freedom in a collective
bargaining situation as the
unions = themselves.’t ‘ie
it the_government is allowed
to put a financial strait jacket

on local government, then the -

teachers untons have less
freedom - to negotiate “their
sectional interests with . the

. local education authorities.

That part of the claim call-
ing for compensation against
inflation is truly mind-bogg-
ting. No matter what the rate
of inflation- is at the time of
the settlement, the claim
only calis. for compensation
when inflation passes that

"

Hackney NALGO Action Group.

SATURDAY-SUNDAY 28-29 JAN-
UARY. National Socialist-Feminist
Conference, in Manchester. Reg-
istration/booking fee £2.50. Coach
from London leaves Euston 6pm
Friday, cost £5: contact Hester Wat-
son, 27 Villa Rd, London SW9.
For copies of conference papers:
‘Aane Decker, 232 Mare«St, Lond~n
ES8 (254 0597).

SUNDAY 29 JANUARY. Bloody
Sunday commemoration march,
starts 1.30pm, Shepherds Bush
Green.

SATURDAY 11 FEBRUARY. Anti-
Apartheid Emergency Action Con-
ference. 10am, Friends Mecting
House, Euston Road, London NWI.
Upen to delegates from ail organis-
ations supporting the aims of the
AAM. Further details: AAM,
89 Charlotte St, London W1P 2DQ.

SATURDAY 4 MARCH. Liaison
Committee for the Defence of Trade
Unions conference. Credentials for
trade union delegates 75p from

‘j.Hiles, 137 Wanstead Park Road,

lford, Essex. .
Published by Workers® Action, 49
Carnac St, London SE27. Printed by
Azad (TU), 21 York Way, N1. leg-
istered as a newspaper at the GPO.
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of Speke’s high absenteelsm.
Management clearly provok-
ed the dispute. Skinner the new
head of the planning depart-
ment is a ‘former manager
of Ford where he was known as’
the - hatchet man. He hoped
that the 5 week lay off and the
run up (o Xmas- would . be
enough to bring a quick victory
Yet despite this and the fact -
that 500 of the 3000 shop work-
force have left the company the
strike is solid. A mass meeting
3 weeks into the strike produced
a 10 to 1 majority in favour of it.
However the strike is- still .
unofficial. The T&G fear back-
ing it because government
would be dawn on their necks.

‘Despite wmlzggy disclaimers

the closure of Speke plant, is
still a - possibility with the
TR7 doing badly on American
market.

or teachers,

rate! So presumably, if inflat-
jon is running at 15% in " -
April then it would -have. to -

_rise tp, -say - 30% before we

got anything -pack, aad .then

we'd oty get 8%, . = o

The ' final paregraph of
the NUT says that ‘igafe-

scandalous betrayal... With ™ -

-fatling _school . population,
“there is a golden opportunity.
to lower class size. But accord-:

ing to Secretary of State for
Education, compulsory
transfer away from schools.
with falling rolls “‘is going to
be one of the major priorities’
in the coming months’".
There should be no transfer
but smaller classes. The NUT
however has already drawn
up a code of practice, accept-
ing transfer <as inevitable,
instead-of fighting to resist it.

lan Hollingworth

The savage onslaught by the
government - on education,
including the mass closure of
teacher training colleges, has
resulted in .a 38% drop in
applicants wanting to train as
teachers. The -government’s
Jow - target of 10,000 trainees
may well not be reached and
there could be a teacher short-
age in the 1980’s, according to
the Polytechnics Council for the
education of Teachers.

| NF t‘0 tr)’ again |n TameSIde

Colin Barmett; whe first called . -

4HE GREATER Manchester
borough of Tameside, scene last
October of a ‘solo march’ by
National Front leader Martin
W ebster, has been chosen once
again by the fascists as a battle
ground with the Left.

An “application by the NF to
use Hyde Townr Hall for a meet-
ing was speedily granted earlier
this month by the Tory-dominat-
ed town council.

October 8th, 1977, saw the
left in great confusion after
Home Secretary Merlyn Rees

imposed a ban on all demonstr- -

ations in Hyde under the Public

-ali ‘werkers,

~.Christmas. .
7T [t was -hot al

THE FIRE Brigades Union re-
call.. conference - on - January
12th voted to end the strike.
Although they won some- use-

~ful concession — the 42 hour
‘week from November and the

2-year pay_formula — there

can be no doubt that it was a

defeat, for the firemen and for

) sspaciaily ‘in the

public sector, golng for more
it .

" than 10% incresss.

The firemen -returned to

“work on terms very- similar.to

‘those they - rejected before

not ar ,:§38Y fida for
Rees and Caftaghah. The gov-

ernment: had promiged -the ...

insurance ' compéanies “they

. could -get the strike- over -in
a'week. They soon found out

how wrong they.wgrel

“in most areas the.strike was -

firm: from the tirst day to the.
|ast. Areas where FBU memb-
ership had been only 50 or
60% came out solid.- In some
areas part-time firemen join-
ed the strike and in others they
donated their retainers to the
strike fund: Only in a few dis-
tricts did they turn out beyond
their own areas. and help
break the strike. ) .

And the fire damage for
November — which included
the first two weeks of the
strike — was over twice the
monthly average for the pre-
vious year.

The government *. threw
massive resources against the
strikers. Every spare soldier
who could be found was given
four hours’ training and sent
to fight fires. Some were re- .
turned from the Military De-
tention -Barracks, while 5,000
extra American troops were
committed to NATO so their

Order Act. After many had
hailed the »an as a victory, anti-
fascists watched helplessly . as
police chief James Anderton
lavished £140,000 on protecting
Webster and conniving with the
Front to escort their re-routed
march through nearby Levens-
hulme. .

Far from stopping the fasc-
ists, the five-week ban served.

only to prevent the left itself .

from organising. After its ex-
piry on December 3lst, the
Front are now coming back for
more.

North-West TUC Secretary

" British 'counterparts coutd-

_ exist, but because it was not-

_lack of: ‘sg{t_,-.gﬁ:gﬁa P

- authority © manual ‘workers’

" Front are dueto meét. - g

sentscabbing. ... . T T
To beat this effort required -

massive working-class:solidar-

ity action.: it did-nat happen. .

Not because sympathy did-not-~
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-In part that was due to _the
firemen’s —own _inexperience,

R ,9,4... ‘nd« o
failure toase hoW ¥ solid+ " -
arity actionrwas. But'the ,n‘ia‘}ar .

responsibility “|ies -with . the .
TuC-Géneral Cauncil and t.2
leaders of the miners and local

I

unions — who: ail shirked a
fight -against:-the 10% rule,
despite_the exprassed will of -
their own ‘membership.

- The firemen’s own Execut-
ive voted 12-3 before the strike
to accept 10%, and during the
strike they did atmost nothing
— except try to witchunt mil-
itarits. No regular strike news o

bulletins were produced. " x{:}.\'

Militants in the FBU ndw
have three main tasks: -

O to oppose moves to drop
out of union memtership be-
cause of frustration; -

"0 to stop ‘moves- to vict-
imise militants or to penalise
firemen for non-cooperation
with'scabs;

O and.to organise the milite
ants who have learned many
lessons from the strike:
lessons about the senior offic-. C T
ers in the fire service and the b
habits of ‘loyaity to the serv-.
ice’; lessons about the gov-.
ernment, the TUC, and their
own union’s:leadership; . and .
lessons about the-vital role -of:
solidarity at rank and fHg

level. : .
SIMON TEMPLE
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for the ban, also wants to repeat -
history — he has asked the:pols -
ice to invoke the Public Order .
Act agaml but he. has #iso, -
through the North-West Comm- -
ittee;against Racism, appealed -
for a massive mobilisation out-
side the town hall where the

Supported also by the Tame- #
sid> Trades Council, there is ta -
be a mass picket from 6pm gh -
Thursday 26th in Hyde Market :
Square. This time there mustbe . .
no reliance on the State — we¢
must do the job ourselves. )




